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Sabbath event
approaches

The Source of Light
Center at University Pres-
byterian Church will host
“Celebrating Sabbath:
Accepting God’s Gift of

Rest and Delight” Aug.
9-11 from 10:30 a.m. to
noon.

Led by the Rev. Lydia
Hernandez Trickey, the
Presbyterian Women’s/
Horizons Bible study will
be held at UPC, 300
Bushnell Ave. Tuition is
$15 before Aug. 2. and $20

after.
For more information

and to purchase study
books, visit sourceof-
lightsa.org/classes-and-
events.

Center offers
summer movies

The Guadalupe Com-
munity Center, an agency
of Catholic Charities, is
holding summer movie
nights for the whole fami-
ly. Disney’s “Encanto”
will be featured at 7:30
p.m. on July 28. Free pop-
corn and drinks will be
available. Those attending
are asked to bring their
own blankets and lawn
chairs. See the movie at
the center, 1801W. Cesar
E. Chavez Blvd.

Bible convention
to promote peace

Jehovah’s Witnesses
will hold “Pursue Peace,”
a global convention and a
six-part annual event,
later this month and in
August.

“This convention is an
object lesson in how
peace is being achieved by
a global community as it
unites millions of people,
even in areas of conflict
like Ukraine and Russia,”
said Robert Hendriks,
U.S. spokesperson for
Jehovah’s Witnesses. “The
power of the principles
being discussed tran-
scends national borders,
ethnic differences and
language barriers.”

People are invited to

participate by visiting
jw.org or on streaming
platforms.

Interfaith group
seeks volunteers

The Interfaith Welcome
Coalition requests volun-
teers to deliver sand-
wiches to asylum-seekers
at the downtown Grey-
hound bus station and to
San Antonio International
Airport.. Volunteers also
may need to provide
boarding assistance to
immigrants who have
been granted legal asylum
and may be traveling to
stay with relatives in the
United States. To volun-
teer, call 210-989-0681 or
visit interfaithwelcome-
coalition.org and select
the volunteer tab.

Project Cool
is underway

With record-breaking
heat, Project Cool orga-
nizers continue seeking
donations of fans for
seniors over age 60, who
may receive them for free.

Donations of new fans
may be dropped off at St.
Stephen’s CARE Center,
2127 S. Zarzamora. Those
seeking fans can visit St.
Stephen’s CARE Center
or Catholic Charities, 202
W. French Place, or the
Guadalupe Community
Center, 1801W César E
Chávez Blvd. For informa-
tion on donating or re-
ceiving a fan, visit ccao-
sa.org/project-cool/.
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MEXICO CITY — The
Roman Catholic Church
began a special round of
prayers for peace in
Mexico last Sunday after
the June slaying of two
Jesuit priests and a tour
guide.

Jesuits held a moment
of silence for the priests,
who were alledgedly
killed by a local drug
gang leader as they tried
to protect the guide.

Dozens gathered at the
downtown monument
known as the Stella of
Light for the moment of
silence.

The Jesuits said they
won’t be intimidated into
leaving the Tarahumara
mountains, where the
order has ministered to
the Rarámuri Indige-
nous community for
centuries. Two priests
have already been as-
signed to replace their
fallen brothers, said the
Rev. Jorge Atilano Gon-
zález.

“Today we are starting
a cycle of prayers for
peace at the national
level. It is the opening of
a month marking the
memory of all the people
killed and disappeared.

Today we are remember-
ing the priests, the jour-
nalists, the social activ-
ists and the young peo-
ple who have died vio-
lently,” González told the
gathering.

So far this year, 12
journalists have been
killed in Mexico, making
it the most dangerous
country for journalists
outside a war zone.

The church’s Catholic
Multimedia Center said
seven priests have been
slain under the current

administration, which
took office in December
2018, and at least two
dozen in the six years of
the previous president.

But many more aver-
age citizens have been
killed in gang-fueled
violence.

“The over 100,000
disappeared and the
122,000 killed during this
administration is a
source of pain, of
strength, of anger and
courage to build justice,
reconciliation and

peace,” González said.
The murdered priests,

the Rev. Javier Campos,
79, and the Rev. Joaquín
Mora, 80, had spent
much of their lives serv-
ing the Indigenous peo-
ples of the Sierra Tara-
humara. The Jesuits
were shot to death in the
small church in the town
of Cerocahui on June 20.

The bishops’ council
also called on the faithful
to pray on July 31 for the
conversion or redemp-
tion of the killers.

Jesuits remember 2 priests,
journalists slain inMexico
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People attend a July 10 Mass in Mexico City for all priests and others who have
been killed. Two Jesuit priests were killed on June 20 in the town of Cerocahui.

TOKYO — When Tet-
suya Yamagami was
arrested after the assassi-
nation of former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan, he told police he
had “a grudge” against a
“certain group.” But au-
thorities haven’t identi-
fied the organization or
explained its connection
to Abe.

Scrutiny, amid a swirl
of Japanese media spec-
ulation, is now focused
on the Unification
Church, the Christian
group known for its mass
weddings and efforts to
cultivate relationships
with conservative politi-
cal parties worldwide.

At a news conference
last Monday, church
officials detailed the orga-
nization’s ties to Yamaga-
mi’s mother, describing
her as a longtime mem-
ber. She had joined the
church in 1998 but lost
touch with the group for
a long period before re-
turning earlier this year,
said Tomihiro Tanaka,
head of the church’s Ja-
pan branch.

The church, which did
not specifically identify
itself as the group cited
by police, said it had no
records indicating that
Tetsuya Yamagami had
ever been a member and
was not aware of any
threats directed by him at
its members. The church
also said it had had no
direct relationship with

Abe, although it had
interacted with other
lawmakers through an
affiliated organization.

Police have revealed
few details about Yama-
gami, 41, who has been
charged with murder.
Abe was shot from be-
hind with a homemade
gun in Nara on Friday
while delivering a speech
for a candidate two days
before a parliamentary
election.

The Unification
Church was founded in
South Korea in 1954 by
the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon. It later expanded
overseas. In the 1970s and
1980s, the group faced
lawsuits over soliciting
funds and charges of
“brainwashing” by par-
ents who said their chil-

dren had been forced to
join.

The church established
its branch in Japan in the
late 1950s, and it soon
found common cause
with right-wing Japanese
politicians, including
Abe’s grandfather Nobu-
suke Kishi, over their
shared animosity for
communism.

But the Unification
Church’s influence in
Japan has dwindled in
recent decades, and it has
had difficulty recruiting
new members since a
schism following Moon’s
death in 2012, said Yoshi-
hide Sakurai, a professor
of sociology and religion
at Hokkaido University
who has studied the
Unification Church in
Japan.

Unification Church distances itself
from suspect in Abe assassination
By Ben Dooley
and Hisako Ueno
NEW YORK TIMES

coloring activity, she un-
expectedly, stated that she
was angry at God, empha-
sizing that God was tak-
ing away her loved ones.
She expressed anger and
confusion, which shortly
after turned to sadness.
Through our relationship,
she was able to put words
to her experience; this led
her to begin to heal.

You do not have to be a
professional to help a
child, particularly your
own.

Here are some practical
applications to help a
child navigate suffering:

• Maintain routines —
this helps rebuild their
sense of safety and famil-
iarity.

• Share your feelings
in an age-appropriate way
— this provides an ex-
ample they can model.

• Ask open-ended
questions to understand
their perspectives.

• Integrate spiritual
practices into your daily
routines, such as going on
a walk and engaging your
senses; listening to spiri-
tual music; or spending
time coloring how you are
feeling.

Integrating the child’s
view of God as a source of
comfort and security is
important for their spiri-
tual well being and resil-
ience.

The more a child feels
safe and loved by signif-
icant adults and a divine
presence, the more they
can make meaning of
difficult life experiences.

Jacqueline Herrera is a
licensed psychologist at
Clarity Child Guidance
Center. She will speak on
“Spirituality in Childhood”
at Claritycon — the annual
Continuing Education Unit
at the Children’s Mental
Health summit this week at
the Hyatt Regency Hill
Country Resort. For more,
visit claritycgc.org/
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“There is ample food to
distribute,” Wojtklewicz
told Religion News Ser-
vice, “but they’ve had to
limit … distribution to
different food pantries.”

Maj. Deb Coolidge at
the Salvation Army’s
distribution center in
Plymouth has had trou-
ble sourcing fresh food.
“Less salad mix and cu-
cumber — oranges and
apples,” Coolidge said.
“Those have not been on
the list for the last couple
of months.”

At ICNA Relief in Mis-
souri, Ferdous Hossain,
associate operations coor-
dinator, has likewise
found it increasingly
difficult to provide fresh
produce to the 300 fami-
lies who rely on the pan-
try each month. Local

agencies, farms and food
banks that ICNA collab-
orates with are also feel-
ing the produce pinch.

Donors are also step-
ping up, thinking cre-
atively to help fill the
gaps. Wojtklewicz said
the Christ Church pantry
in Plymouth received 100
gift cards to local grocery
stores.

“People are generous,”
said Darra Slagle, direc-
tor of Rose’s Bounty at
Stratford Street United
Church in Boston, “and
when they are made
aware of the need, are
able to help.”

Hoffman at the Mid-
west Food Bank said
prayer is another life raft
for anti-hunger opera-
tions.

“We have a lot of
prayer warriors,” he said.
“The faith community is
a huge part of what we
do.”
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CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

6142 FM 78
San Antonio, Texas 78244

210-222-1541
WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:00 a.m. & 10:50 a.m.

Wednesday Night
Bible Study: 6:45 p.m.

MOUNT ZION FIRST BAPTIST

Rev. Otis I Mitchell
Chaplan USA Retired, Pastor

333 Martin Luther King Dr
SAT 78203

(210)533-7131
www.mountzionfbc.org

Sunday Services
8:45am Breakfast

9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Morning Worship
Transporation and Childcare

Ministries Available.

FIRST CHURCH OF

CHRIST SCIENTIST

501 N. Alamo

(210)227-5029
Sunday Service 10:30am
(Spanish translation of
Bible Lesson available)
Sunday School 10:30am
Wed.meeting 7:30pm

Reading Room:same location
(210)822-8870

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

A Loving, Diverse Community of
Faith.

10:30am Worship Services

COME AS YOU ARE!
2302 S. Presa www.stpaulsa.org

LITTLE CHURCH OF LA VILLITA

418 Villita St., Bldg. 13
San Antonio, TX 78205

(210)226-3593

Cleo Edmunds
Operations Director

Sunday Worship 11am


